erotic attraction to their own sex, and usually engage in overt relations', thus not overemphasizing the transient homosexual relationships which occur without any great significance. He points out that comparative zoology shows that bisexuality is the biological norm, and that primates show homosexual patterns, thus exploding the frequently enunciated fallacy that homosexuality is a man-made vice. Also, as he points out, the homosexual may be one who fears intimacyiyet equally fears loneliness.
In discussing whether homosexuality is an illness he makes a point regarding psychoanalytic theories, that they are so largely derived from those who have sought treatment, that this may have influenced analysts into the unjustified assumption that all homosexuality is an illnessan assumption with which the Wolfenden Committee did not agree, as many homosexuals have nothing else 'wrong' with them. However, as he also shows, the vast majority of homosexuals neither seek nor wish treatment, and he considers that society must ultimately learn to live with them and accept them, and that punishment of homosexuals is clearly no solution.
This informative book admirably and objectively lays before the reader the essential facts with which all those who have to deal with the matter should be acquainted. It is to be hoped it will be widely read, especially amongst those who are opposed on grounds of ignorance to the reform of what Mannheim has called 'Draconian laws'. Perhaps it may even convert some of the prejudiced, though to hope that reason can overcome their emotionally determined attitude is expecting a great deal.
W LINDESAY NEUSTATTER
Principles of X-Ray Diagnosis of the Skull by G H Du Boulay MB BS DMRD FFR pp xi + 370 illustrated 150s London: Butterworths 1965 This book has been written chiefly for the junior radiologist before and after his diploma examination, but there is a great deal in it which must be of help and interest to the established neuroradiologist and the clinician concerned with neuroradiology. It deals almost exclusively with plain radiographs of the skull, and can be used either as a textbook or as a reference book.
The subject matter is excellent and extensive, and is chiefly arranged in sections concerned with the important regions and abnormal appearances seen when examining skull radiographs routinely. In this there is little with which to find fault, but it seems a pity to perpetuate the notion of Morgagni's 'syndrome', and the importance of 'coning' is not mentioned in the section on radiographic technique.
The book is profusely illustrated with many interesting radiographs. Unwillingly, however, the reviewer must criticize the illustrations. Often these are unclear and important features are difficult to make out. There is no doubt that the printing of many of the illustrations is poor. One hopes that this may be improved in later editions of the book.
Dr Du Boulay is to be congratulated on producing a very useful and informative book on the skull, but one must sympathize with him that he has not been better served by his publishers; the quality of the illustrations considerably reduces the impact of the book. If this book is one of a series on 'Principles of X-Ray Diagnosis', the publishers would do well to appreciate that radiological textbooks are of little use without radiographic reproductions of the highest quality, however difficult these may be to obtain. This short book is the first of an intended series of monographs on specialized topics of interest to students of pharmacy and related subjects. It consists of three sections. The first deals with bacterial morphology and the second with bacterial metabolism. Both are clear and well written. The treatment is that common to elementary texts on these subjects and devotes no special attention to pharmaceutical matters. The third section is a superficial review of the whole world of bacteria and fungi. Some odd references to pathogenic organisms and laboratory practice soon make it plain that the author is less at home here than in the first two sections. Without knowing what is intended for the subjects of subsequent monographs, it is hard to guess how restricted the introduction was intended to be. The first two sections suit their purpose admirably but students of pharmacy (or for that matter students of medicine) might find an introductory account of such topics as sterilization, and antimicrobial and immunizing agents more profitable than the present final section.
FRANCIS O GRADY
Manual for the Identification of Medical Bacteria by S T Cowan MD DSC FCPath and the late K J Steel BPharm PhD FPS pp x + 217 50s London: Cambridge University Press 1965 This is not only an indispensable but an enjoyable book. For many bacteriologists the systematic aspects of the subject are a bit in the doldrums. Those who are not by inclination taxonomists and whose contact with identification and classification has been largely through one or two wellknown works are not likely to think that any book on the topic will make very lively reading. Some have also felt that as far as clinical bacteriology is concerned the subtleties of bacterial identification could have been buried at the time of the birth of the antibiotics. The temptation to regard a report 'Germs sensitive to penicillin' as good and sufficient for clinical purposes has been strengthened from time to time for many people by finding their struggles to identify an organism ending either with three possibilitiesthe distinguishing features of which are all given as 'variable'or with one organism apparently previously isolated only from the gut of a South American beetle. The easy style, the realistic approach, the shrewd reasoning, and the clear directions of this book should not only identify an unprecedented number of germs, but revivify the whole subject.
Referring to the tragic death of Dr Steel, Dr Cowan expresses the hope that the book will form a fitting memorial to him. That hope has, I believe, been splendidly fulfilled. As Dr Lever mentions in the introduction, this book is based on the monograph he wrote in 1953, but it has been brought up to date and includes a very interesting chapter on the electron microscopic findings in pemphigus and pemphigoid.
The clinical and histological features of the various forms of pemphigus and pemphigoid are considered in detail and there are two chapters devoted to the biochemical changes in the blood, urine and blister fluid. Useful schedules for treatment with corticosteroids are given for the various types of pemphigus and pemphigoid and the importance of starting treatment early in adequate dosage is rightly stressed. As in the earlier monograph the text is illustrated by a large number of first-class black and white photographs.
In a review of any book there are inevitably a few minor criticisms. For instance, none would doubt that pemphigoid is a disease of old age, but few British dermatologists would accept true pemphigoid as a disease of childhood. In the section on therapy, various laboratory tests prior to starting treatment are suggested, but there is no mention of an X-ray of the chest, which should obviously be done as a routine. Finally, in the text there are a number of minor printer's errors which will no doubt be corrected in future editions of this book.
These few remarks should in no way detract from the value of this excellent book which should be in the hands of all practising dermatologists.
R H MARTEN
The Small intestine A symposium of the 5th Congress of the International Academy of Pathology edited by A C Thackray MD and F Avery Jones MD FRCP ppix + 132 22s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1965 There is clearly a demand for the published proceedings of conferences especially when, as here, the speakers are carefully selected experts in their fields. These publications are functionally more akin to review articles than to reference books as their interest is topical rather than permanent. One therefore applauds the modem trend towards producing them quickly as cheap paperbacks. However, in this instance the trend has been carried too far. Only five of the fourteen papers are illustrated by tables, figures or line diagrams, and all photographs and X-rays have been excluded. This is a disastrous false economy. Most of the lecturers are deprived of all their slides. The emphasis of the congress is on pathology and four of the first five papers are concerned mainly with the histological or electron microscopical appearances of biopsy specimens. Reference is made to invisible histological material in almost every paper. Under the circumstances the clinician is likely to turn first to some good, clear descriptions ofsyndromes which are not well described in most textbooks. Such are the late complications of gastrectomy (Williams), the blind-loop syndrome (Badenoch) and the carcinoid syndrome (Peart).
P C REYNELL
A History of the Acute Abdomen by Sir Zachary Cope BA MD MS FRcsEng pp 123 illustrated 35s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1965 The story of our increasing knowledge of the pathology, diagnosis and treatment of acute abdominal emergencies constitutes one of the most fascinating chapters of medical history. Such crises have presumably existed since man first appeared on this earth, yet lack of postmortem studies and inability to explore the abdomen and hence to study its living pathology resulted in little progress from the time of Hippocrates to the last century. For generation after generation surgeons could open the occasional intra-abdominal abscess, save a proportion
